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Experience the lifestyle of
the Shimadzu Family

The house at the centre of Sengan-en was built in
1658 by the 19th head of the Shimadzu family,
Mitsuhisa. The house was rebuilt and expanded
over the years, and has been lovingly passed down
in the Shimadzu family until today.

The house was visited by royalty such as Edward
VIII of the UK and Nicholas II of Russia, and
features a fascinating mix of Japanese, Chinese,
and Western influences, showing the truly
international nature of the Shimadzu family.
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Explore the house lived in by Prince Shimadzu

Find all of the decorative kugi kakushi used to hide the
nails joining the beams and pillars around the house.
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This room was lived in by the 30th
generation head of the Shimadzu
family, Tadashige, from his birth
in1886 until the time he moved to
Tokyo at the age of 12. Tadashige
became the head of the Shimadzu
family following the death of his
father in 1897 and took the title of
Prince Shimadzu.
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This stunning pair of vases are a replica of a set
sent as a gift to Nicholas II of Russia on his

coronation as Emperor of Russia by Shimadzu
Tadayoshi in 1896.
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This was the location of the Shimadzu family ancestral

shrine. The sacred horse in this room was originally
displayed at one of the shrines at Sengan-en.
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This room was used to receive
important guests. The two
rooms and surrounding hallway
could be used to welcome many
guests at once. The chandeliers
in this room were order made in
London and feature the cross in
a circle crest of the Shimadzu
family.



