Nipponia nippon

Japanese Crested Ibis
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The Toki-Forest Park of Sado Isl
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W\elcom to the Visiter Center of the Toki-Forest Park
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The toki,or Japanese crested ibis, is classified as a bird of ‘the sole species in one genus’ in the order Ciconiiformes, the family
Threskiornithidae, and given a scientific name of Nipponia nippon. lts total length is approximately 76cm, with its face and legs bright red, and its
body and bushy crest white with-a pale pink tint, whilst its head, back and upperwings become grey-black during the breeding season. It feeds on
small fish, pond-snails, inseets, etc. in ponds, swamps and rice-paddies in mountainsides.

The toki was formerly well distributed throughout Japan, to say nothing of Sado Island. In flight,the underside of its flight-feathers, reflecting
sunlight, used to be seen glowing in orange-red. The Japanese incorporated the color into their vocabulary as toki-iro, or toki-color.

Although fairly common all over Japan until the late 19th century, the toki began to greatly decrease in number around the turn of the century,
mostly because of its excessive hunting and deforestation. Relict to the danger of extinction, in 1934 the bird was designated by the Japanese
government as a Natural Monument, in 1952 as a Special Natural Monument, and then in 1960 at the 12th conference in Tokyo the International
Council for Bird Protection ranked the endangered species as an Internationally Protected Bird.

The toki had long been considered to be extinct outside of Japan, but fortunately in China toki sightings were again reported in 1981. Since then
every effort to save the dying species has been made, and the bird's number as of the year 2007 has successfully come up to about 1000.

In January, 1999, China presented Japan, as a token of friendship between the two nations, with a young pair of toki ‘'Yo-Yo' and ‘Yang-Yang',
and since then they have been successfully giving birth to babies in the Toki Conservation Center.
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Guide to Toki-Forest Park
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