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Omishima is nationally well-known as possessing the finest armory hall in
Japan, gathering, preserving. and exhibiting eighty percent of the extant
armor and other equipment which have been designated as National
Treasures and Important Cultural Properties.

The main shrine, rebuilt in the Muromachi Era (1338~ 1573), representing
the nagare-zukuri (wave-style) architecture of Shinto shrines, in addition to
Haiden, the hall of worship, built in the kirizuma-zukuri (a gable style), is
designated as an Important Cultural Property.

The wooden image of a deity at Jushichi Shrine, made in the Heian Era (794
~1192), is also designated as an Important Cultural Property. The Kinju
budo-kyo Mirror (carved with animals and grapes). dedicated by Empress
Saimei. is designated a National Treasure, and over one hundred other
mirrors here have long been objects of worship and prayer for women.
The calligraphy framed as a shrine tablet. written by Sukemasa Fujiwara,
one of three famous calligraphers of the Heian Era, is designated as an
Important Cultural Property. It reads "Nihon So Chinju Oyamazumi
Daimyojin (Ovamazumi gracious deity of the guardian god of Japan)” and
was written on a plank of the boat Fujiwara boarded to pray for safety at sea.
Two hundred and eighty-one horaku renga (linked verses for entertaining
the gods), written in the 137-year period between 1534 and 1671 are said to
have formed the cultural base of modern Ehime.
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Aka-ito-odoshi Yorol (red-threaded armor)
dedicated by Yoshitsune Minamoto
(Heian Era)
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dedicated by Empress Saimei
1350 vears ago
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Kon-ito-odoshi Yoroi, Kabuto

dedicated by Michinobu Kono (Heian

(dark blue-threaded armor and helmet)
Era)

Kinju-budo-kyo Mirror (carved with animals and grapes)
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74— Muras: va-odoshi Yoroi
{violet-twilled-threaded armor)
Z) dedicated by Yoritomo Minamoto
(the end of the Heian Era to the beginning of
the Kamakura Era)
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Oyamazumi shrine

[.ist of Representative National
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Hyogo-kusari-sword with
peony patterns
dedicated by Prince Morinaga Shinno
(Kamakura Era)

There are three treasure houses in Omishima, Shivo-den Hall, Kokuho-kan (National Treasures
Hall), and Kaiji Hakubutsu-kan (maritime affairs museum, or Memorial Hall of the ship Havama-
maru).

Armor, warrior helmets and swords are exhibited at Shivo-den Hall and Kokuho-kan. The oldest
large armor in Japan (National Treasure) is dedicated by Yoshikata Ochi who suppressed
Sumitomo Fujiwara's Revolt. There is armor (National Treasure) offered by Michinobu Kono who
helped Yoshitsune Minamoto at the Battle of Gempei (between the Genji and the Heike clans)
armor belonging to the Kono Family which served valiantly at the Mongolian Invasions; both
armor (National Treasures) dedicated by Yoshitsune Minamoto and Yoritomo Minamoto
(originator of the Kamakura shogunate), and a large sword (National Treasure) offered by
Hikohichi Omori which was used to execute Masashige Kusunoki.

Kaiji Hakubutsu-kan was constructed for permanent preservation of the ship called "Hayama-
maru,” commissioned by the Emperor Showa (Hirohito) for conducting marine biology research.
Numerous books written by Emperor Showa and animal and plant specimens from the Seto Inland
Sea are exhibited along with other materials concerned with the Suigun (Inland Sea navy) and
maritime affairs. The exhibition also includes representative ore samples dedicated from all over
Japan,
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Treasures.
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